
Welcome to the Lark Water Summit

Water For Tomorrow and River Lark Catchment Partnership
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Water for Tomorrow Project

Interreg funded project delivering at Catchment Level in 5 locations 
across FR & EN

• The project aims to develop innovative tools and data processes;

• to improved our water systems visibility

• offer decision-support strategies for a more efficient 
short term and 

• long-term planning of water resources
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The Catchment Based Approach (CaBA) is a 
community-led approach that engages people and 
groups from across society to help improve our 
precious water environments.

Water Resources Hub

Water Systems 
Visualization tools & 

Scale up of solutions 
across France and the 

UK 

@ Catchment Level 

Innovative real-time 
data  & citizen 

science processes

Stakeholders 
participation

1. Gather a 
shared 

understanding 
of our WR 
systems & 

sector 
vulnerabilities

2. Designing 
strategies to 

ensure resilience 
and improve 

management of 
water resources

3. Implementing 
the new 

management 
solutions

4. 
Communication 

and scale-up

Water for 

Tomorrow 



JAN 2022       JUNE 2022

Integration of participatory models

OCT 22 – DEC 22 
Stakeholder 

engagement on WfT
WR management 

tools

▪ Agriculture
▪ eNGO
▪ Industry
▪ Regulator
▪ Water company
▪ Other (Public, consultants & 

experts)

JULY 22 - SEPT 2022 
Citizen Science
Analysis of WR 

management options 
being developed

2021 - 22 WfT Project Timeline

JULY - DEC 2021 
Stakeholder 
engagement 
across sectors

APRIL - JUNE 2021
Stakeholder 
engagement
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Stakeholder engagement workshop 06.2021 

To gather a shared understanding of our  water systems & sector vulnerabilities.
Number of attendees: 86

Organisations represented: 60 

Findings:

1. Range of challenges facing 

stakeholders is broad.

2. An understanding of WR challenges 

and vulnerabilities across all sectors 
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Catchment Based Approach (CaBA) on project phases 

•Individual sector interviews and engaging with catchment partnerships within the Broadlands, 

CamEO & East Suffolk

•Working with community groups and citizens to develop capacity at catchment level

•Interactive participatory models published on the project website https://water-for-tomorrow.com/

remains open for continuous engagement with the WfT project team & vice versa.

WfT project is running to March 2023 – please get in touch should you wish to know more.

https://water-for-tomorrow.com/
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In conclusion…….

The potential legacy of the WfT project is to develop WR management strategies using catchment 

level data-sets to produce outputs that drive/support local solutions, at catchment scale.

WfT is a project being delivered with a Catchment Based Approach. 

Funded by an International organization, being delivered with colleagues at a regional scale (East 

of England) while deliveries and outputs are at catchment level.

Thank you.



RLCP’s CaBA Water Management Initiative

➢ Provide an information platform to explain the catchment’s water balance to 
stakeholders

➢ Animate the basin water management challenges

➢ Support stakeholders to address their water management concerns
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Groundwater Modelling Assets Held by the Environment Agency

30+ numerical groundwater 
models

72%  of groundwater abstraction 
licences by volume

Strategic ‘top down’ approach 
initiated by Directors in the mid-
1990s

In partnership with stakeholders 
– single framework for ‘UK Ltd’

Use of the best national datasets

12.5 FTEs



Groundwater Modelling Assets in East Anglia and Lincs & Northants

• Coordinated framework of 
models

• Staged development between 
1999 and 2015

• >£20M remaining asset value
• Groundwater modelling team 

to be custodians of the asset 
management plans



The Northern East Anglia Chalk ‘NEAC’ GW Model
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NEAC
Lark Catchment
Conceptual Map and 
Cross-Sections
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Confined Lark WBDUnconfined Lark & Kennet WBD
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Lark Basin Water Management Challenges

➢ EA Regulatory Approach

➢ The competition for restricted basin resources

➢ The bigger picture (the WRE plan, government policy and initiatives…)
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EA Indicative Abstraction Reductions to Comply with EFI Q95
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Water Resources in the 
Lark Catchment

Environmental & Policy Landscape



Understanding 
Abstraction Pressure 
in the Lark Catchment



• AMP7 focus tributaries include 
the River Linnet, Cavenham
Stream; Tuddenham Stream and 
the Kennet/Lee Brook. 

Environmental 
Planning and Delivery 
2020-25

• River Flow Support – exploring flow support on the 
River Linnet and the River Kennett-Lee to provide 
resilience during low flow events.

• River Restoration – targeted enhancements along the 5 
tributaries to the southwest of the main Lark. 

• No Deterioration – planned to cap all licences at historic 
maximum, in addition to new hands-off flow restrictions 
to Bury and Rushbrooke sources.



• Anglian Water’s long-term planning for water resources is
captured in the 25-year Water Resources Environment Plan
(WRMP)

• We are continuing to work closely with the EA nationally,
regionally and locally to drive the movement to a long-term
environmental ambition and embed this in the next round of
River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs).

• The aim is to set an ambitious target for 2050 and move away
from the piecemeal licence cap approach.

• We continue to support WRE and Regional Planning to drive
the best multi-sector solutions which have the best net benefit
impact to the environment across the Anglian Region.

Sustainable abstraction beyond 2025

• Continuation of licence caps and reductions to
abstractions (e.g. aggregated catchment licences on a
or a tightening of the recent actual methodology)

• Potential new environmental obligations (e.g. new
status for chalk abstraction)

Medium-Term

• Development of a shared environmental ambition
through the National Framework for Water Resources

• Hugely ambitious (e.g. overall national reduction of
1,200 - 2,200 million l/d may be needed by 2050)

• Better approach to environmental impact vs. cost

Long-Term



The Challenge of 
Time-Limited 
Licences (TLLs)

• Anglian Water have just over 200 abstraction licences 
across the region, with more than 50% of these being fully 
time-limited or having a time-limited condition.

• Within the Lark catchment, 10 abstraction licences are 
time-limited, expiring on 31st December 2022.

• Recent regulatory position on licence renewals is driving 
additional licence capping, earlier than planned in WRMP.

• Other abstractors will be similarly affected, increasing the 
need for multi-sector water resource planning. 



Image here
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The Farming Viewpoint:

• Why is farming important in the Lark?

• Why is water important for farming in the Lark?

• How is it currently organised?

• What are the problems?

• What are the solutions?



The Farming Viewpoint:

Why is farming important in the Lark?

• Farmers as land managers

• National food strategy

• Direct and indirect employment/economic activity

• Eco-system services
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The Farming Viewpoint:

Why is water important for farming in the Lark?

• Soils favour root vegetables and other high value crops

• Rainfall patterns do not match crop requirements

• Climate change and weather patterns impacting future 
demand
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The Farming Viewpoint:

How is it currently organised?

• Individual abstraction licences

• Storage reservoirs and immediate use

• Winter and summer

• Ground water and surface water

• Hands off Flow and Section 57 restrictions

• Review process
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The Farming Viewpoint:

What are the problems?

• Environmental pressures

• ‘No deterioration’ measures

• Lack of security of supply

• Obstacles to forward planning, mitigation and investment

• A regulator constrained by an imperfect regulatory process 
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The Farming Viewpoint:

What are the solutions?

• Better understanding of the catchment

• Better understanding of sector needs

• Acceptance of farming as an essential need

• A regulatory framework which works for all 

• A collaborative approach
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