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River Lark Corridor Strategy 
Input to the West Suffolk Local Plan 
River Lark Catchment Partnership  

 
The River Lark Catchment Partnership (RLCP) proposes that the forthcoming West 
Suffolk Local Plan should include a River Lark Corridor Strategy.  This comprises an 
overall river catchment approach to planning policy across West Suffolk, the development 
of that approach along the River Lark Corridor and the designation of suggested sites as 
Local Green Space along the corridor throughout West Suffolk.  
 
The start of the West Suffolk Plan was delayed by extended revisions to the Forest Heath 
District Plan and was launched in December 2018 with a call for potential development 
sites.  The initial work is continuing with the collection of evidence and invitations to local 
communities to contribute ‘concerns and proposals’.   
 
This first RLCP input to the West Suffolk Local Plan in early autumn 2019 will comprise 
initial papers and maps and a request for an informal discussion meeting with planners.  
The RLCP may then submit revised versions of these maps and papers as a more formal 
contribution to the planning process.   
 
The next stage of the Local Plan will be a public consultation on ‘Issues and Options’ in 
autumn 2019.  The RLCP will review the consultation report, focussing in particular on its 
initial input on a proposed River Lark Corridor Strategy, and it will then submit formal 
comments accordingly.   
 
River Lark Catchment 
 
The RLCP has examined various river catchment issues through a series of maps and a 
written commentary covering most of West Suffolk.  The issues include river flow, water 
quality, river ecology, biodiversity, water supply and sewerage treatment covering the 
whole water cycle throughout the catchment area.   
 
RLCP aims to promote catchment wide policies and projects that 

• improve water quality and reduce pollution 

• improve river flows and mitigate flood risk 

• bring a balance to aquifer abstractions and improve environmental flows in rivers 

• conserve and enhance the natural ecology of the river system 
 
More generally, RLCP  aims to promote policies to assist strategic water supply 
management for planned urbanization where local water resources are limited.  
 
The RLCP proposes that these issues should be included in the assessment of options 
for housing, employment and other development across West Suffolk as well contributing 
to the determination of planning applications for specific developments at the local level.  
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River Lark Corridor 
 
The RLCP would like to see the river catchment approach it has outlined for the whole 
catchment applied to the River Lark Corridor itself.  It would like to see the conservation 
and management of the river corridor built into the new Local Plan to protect and enhance 
the natural and built environment and heritage and the recreational amenities for local 
people, visitors and water users.   
 
The River Lark catchment is rich in biodiversity, for both species and habitats. No fewer 
than five UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Priority Habitats occur along the river corridor. 
The river also supports several UK BAP Species, many of which are in decline.  
 
Spring-fed chalk streams are just one of the UK BAP Priority Habitats and, despite being 
the most valuable freshwater habitat in the Brecks, they face many pressures and are 
generally under-protected and under-valued.  
 
The Environment Agency’s ‘State of England’s Chalk Streams’ report found that over 
three quarters of chalk streams in the UK are not in good health. The RLCP believes a 
catchment-based approach is the best way to restore and protect these special rivers and 
to raise awareness of the value of this globally significant habitat.  
 
The RLCP has defined the river corridor according to the landscape character areas 
identified in previous studies by Suffolk County Council and the former St Edmundsbury 
Borough Council.  It has reviewed available information on the river catchment issues and 
more local features such as heritage assets and recreational amenities in the context of 
its practical river conservation work with the Environment Agency and others.  
 
Local Green Space  
 
The RLCP has focussed particularly on the need and opportunity to suggest potential 
sites for the designation of Local Green Space along the River Lark Corridor in 
accordance with the provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2018).  
This would recognise the importance of the local green spaces to local people and to 
protect them from pressures for development as if they were designated Green Belt.    
 
The RLCP has also consulted its members on a range of potential sites that could meet 
the criteria set out in the NPPF including close proximity to the community, local 
significance to the community and local scale character.  It has produced a series of draft 
maps of various sections along the River Lark Corridor showing potential sites that it 
would like to be considered for designation as part of the West Suffolk Local Plan. 
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Anglian Water Environmental Proposals for the Rivers Lark and Linnet 
 
Anglian Water are proposing major environmental improvements to the River and the 
River Linnet in their five-year Plan 2020-2025.  Along with only one other river in the 
Anglian Water area, significant sums are proposed to be spent.  
 
An augmentation process for the urban Lark and Linnet at Bury St Edmunds would see 
consistent river levels restored, benefitting both wildlife and residents through a pumping 
and recycling approach.   
 
Anglian Water would also contribute water directly to the rivers by using their own 
extraction rights.  This is a once-in-a-lifetime commitment which recognises the results of 
over-extraction on this chalk stream and aquifer.  
 
The overall Anglian Water proposals for the five-year cycle remain subject to major review 
in September and then December 2019. 
 
Longer Term Role of RLCP 
 
The RLCP intends to develop its role as a source of authoritative advice and coordinated 
local community opinion on the future conservation, management, protection and 
enhancement of the River Lark Corridor throughout West Suffolk.  It sees its role in the 
development of the West Suffolk Local Plan and the various stages of public consultation 
as a starting point in this developing local community role.   
 
In the longer term, the RLCP aims to develop this local community role by engaging in 
the assessment of significant development proposals in the river corridor.  This will 
complement its continuing practical river conservation work with various local authorities, 
public agencies and local organisations to secure, enhance and maintain the good health 
of the river and its local environment and to improve it for informal recreation.  
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Suggested Local Green Space 
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River Lark Local Green Space Assessment        

RLCP Suggested Local Green Space Locations in the River Lark Valley         
          Top ten        

Site No:  Suggested Local Green Space 

Criterion 
1: 

Proximity 
to 

community 

Criterion 2: 
Special to 
community 

Criterion 
3: Local 

not 
extensive  

Site 
area 
(15ha 
max) 

Score    
(High = 
Best) 

Weighting 
Criterion      

No 1 

Weighting 
Criterion      

No 2 

Weighting 
Criterion      

No 3 

Net score  
(weighted) 

High = 
Best 

Ranking   
Low = 
Best 

       

Bury St Edmunds                     
                     

1 Abbots Vale Parkland 7.0 1.0 5.0 2.5 2.8 2.0 4.0 1.0 19.7 21        

2 Rugby Field 7.0 7.0 4.0 5.7 5.6 2.0 4.0 1.0 43.3 6        

3 Leg of Mutton 5.0 9.0 1.0 14.9 8.3 2.0 4.0 1.0 46.3 2        

4 No Mans Meadows  5.0 5.0 5.0 7.3 5.8 2.0 4.0 1.0 31.7 14        

5 The Crankles  7.0 7.0 8.0 2.9 6.0 2.0 4.0 1.0 44.7 5        

6 Greene King Butts 7.0 5.0 5.0 6.1 5.4 2.0 4.0 1.0 35.7 11=        

7 Holywater Meadows 7.0 7.0 9.0 3.8 6.6 2.0 4.0 1.0 45.0 4        

8 The Butts 5.0 7.0 1.0 15.1 7.7 2.0 4.0 1.0 38.3 9        

9 Abbey Gardens 8.0 10.0 4.0 9.5 7.8 2.0 4.0 1.0 57.3 1        

10 Ram Meadow 3.0 7.0 4.0 9.9 7.0 2.0 4.0 1.0 35.3 10        

11 Tollgate Riverside 7.0 5.0 10.0 0.8 5.3 2.0 4.0 1.0 37.3 8        

12 Behind Lancaster BMW 3.0 3.0 7.0 3.1 4.4 2.0 4.0 1.0 20.3 20        
                     

Villages                     
                     

13 Country Wood, Fornham 7.0 7.0 6.0 3.5 5.5 2.0 4.0 1.0 44.0 7        

25 Larks Gate Meadow 7.0 7.0 10.0 0.97 6.0 2.0 4.0 1.0 45.3 6        
14 Mill Farm, Hengrave 4.0 6.0 5.0 5.0 5.3 2.0 4.0 1.0 33.7 13        

15 Lackford Lakes 3.0 6.0 4.0 11.4 7.1 2.0 4.0 1.0 31.3 15        

16 East Area, West Stow CP 1.0 6.0 1.0 14.6 7.2 2.0 4.0 1.0 26.3 18        

17 Riverside, West Stow CP 1.0 5.0 5.0 8.0 6.0 2.0 4.0 1.0 23.7 19        

                  
Mildenhall                  

                  

18 Barton Mills Nature Reserve  4.0 5.0 4.0 9.0 6.0 2.0 4.0 1.0 29.3 16        

19 Jubilee Field, Mildenhall 8.0 7.0 5.0 6.5 6.2 2.0 4.0 1.0 45.7 3        

20 SWT Norah Hanbury 3.0 5.0 5.0 7.8 5.9 2.0 4.0 1.0 27.7 17        

21 Meadow Piggery 1.0 1.0 4.0 9.8 4.9 2.0 4.0 1.0 7.3 22        

22 Island, Mildenhall 8.0 4.0 7.0 2.4 4.5 2.0 4.0 1.0 34.3 12        

23 West Suffolk Mildenhall Council Hub 7.0 5.0 5.0 7.3 5.8 2.0 4.0 1.0 35.7 11=               
                  

Isleham                  
                  

24 Isleham Wash  4.0 5.0 1.0 14.8 6.9 2.0 4.0 1.0 28.3 16        

                   
 


